Contents

Fertility rate, Western Europe

Metadata
France
German
Netherlands

Switzerland
i

Information about this file

Total fertility rate, France, 1960-2016, (children per woman)
Total fertility rate, Germany, 1960-2017, (children per woman)
Total fertility rate, Netherlands, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Total fertility rate, Switzerland, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

http://www.dannydorling.org/




Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility rate in four countries in Westemn Europe since 1960. The tables
also compare the data from the World Bank and the United Nation’s World Population Prospects reports in 2017 and in
2019. The graph besides each table shows the fertility rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is
the absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

The changes in the fertility rate are very similar in all four countries here. This rate increased slightly in the early 1960s,
and then declined dramatically thereafter. This decline slowed down in all countries after 1973, and since the 1980s, the
change in the fertility rate has been rather small as compared to those in previous years.
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Total fertility rate, France, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.02 2.850 1960
1961 0.02 2.870 1961 France total fertility rate, 1960-2016
1962 0.01 2.890 1962 30 In1960 the fertilty rate (children per 100 _
1963 -0.01 2.890 1963 . women aged 15-44)in France was 2.85,
1964 0.03 2.870 1964 rising to 2.9 by 1962, but then fell 1983 1962
1965 0.04 2.840 1965 continuously to 1980 whenitwas 1.85. It 1964 O 6
1966 0.04 2.800 1966 stanedfalllqg againin 1986 re‘a‘chlnga
low of 1.73in 1993, but then rising to 20
1967 .05 2.750 1967 5@ in2006andfaling sightly since 2010.In |
1968 -0.06 2.690 1968 © " 2016 France had the highestrecorded 1967,
1969 20.07 2.620 1969 = mt‘alferlility rate for Europe of 1.96 1968 o,
1970 -0.08 2550 1970 g children perwoman.
1971 -0.09 2.470 1971 g
1972 -0.10 2.380 1972 5 26 ]
1973 -0.10 2.280 1973 -3 :
1974 -0.10 2.180 1974 s
1975 -0.09 2.090 1975 i In France the fertility
1976 -0.08 2.010 1976 = rate has been below
1977 -0.06 1.940 1977 L 24 More widespread use of more effective forms of | natural replacement
1978 0.03 1.890 1978 3 ' contraception in the 1960s accelerated the levels since 1975. By
1979 0.02 1870 1979 £ 10 deciine in the fertity rate which fell fastest in ithL?en ‘:;i’:;a:";eéy
1980 0.01 1.850 1980 el 1972-3. Abortion was legalized in France in 1975, The 261 9UN rep.ort.
1981 0.01 1.850 £ ywlh lhalchange in lhe‘law becoming pgrmanenl projects it to be 1.83
in 1979. Itdid not contribute to the fertility )
1982 0.01 1.860 2 29 074 slowdown, the rate of decline actually slowing and | between 2040 and
1983 0.00 1.860 o - then ceasing between 1975and 1985. 2100.
1984 0.00 1.860 2
1985 -0.01 1.860 b
1986 -0.02 1.850 E
1987 -0.02 1.830 £
1988 -0.02 1.810 ° 20
1989 -0.02 1.790
1990 -0.02 1.770 1990
1991 0.02 1.750 Maternity leave in France became lawin France in 1909, Q9
1992 -0.01 1.740 1992 1.8 universally paid in 1946, and job protection grantedin
1993 -0.01 1.730 1966. Patemity leave was introduced in 1984, dramatically
1994 0.01 1.730 1994 extended in 1994 (‘Allocation Parentale d’Education'),
1995 0.01 1.740 especially where there were two children aggd under:}and
made even more generous in 2004 ('‘Complément de libre . . .
1996 0.02 1.750 1996 choix d'activité ". These measures, intended to increase Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
1997 0.02 1.770 16 thehithate hadont sienteffects . . (chil
1998 0.02 1.780 1998 0.12 -0.10 -0.08 -0.06 -0.04 -0.02 0.00 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08
1999 0.05 1.810 1999
2000 0.04 1.890 2000
2001 -0.01 1.900
2002 -0.01 1.880 2002
2003 0.02 1.890
2004 0.03 1.920 2004
2005 0.04 1.940 2005
2006 0.02 2.000 2006
2007 0.00 1.980
2008 0.01 2.010 2008
2009 0.01 2.000
2010 0.00 2.030 2010
2011 -0.01 2.010
2012 -0.01 2.010 2012
2013 0.00 1.990
2014 -0.02 2.010
2015 -0.02 1.960 2015

2016 0.00 1.960 2016
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Total fertility rate, Germany, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.08 2.370 1960
1961 0.03 2.450 Germany total fertility rate, 1960-2017
1962 0.03 2.440 1962
1963 0.05 2.510 1963 2.8 1
1964 0.00 2.540 1964
1965 -0.01 2.500
1966 -0.01 2.530
1967 -0.08 2.480 1967 26 1969 1963
1968 -0.14 2.380 1968
1969 -0.18 2.210 1969 = %5
1970 0.5 2.030 1970 g 24 1960
1971 -0.16 1.920 1971 g The fertility rate (children per 100 women aged
1972 0.19 1.710 1972 = 15-44)in Germany was 2.37 in 1960, peaked at
1973 -0.10 1.540 1973 a 2.54in 1964, then falling t0 2.0in 1970, 1.5in
1974 0.05 1510 1974 c 29 1974 and 1.38in 1978.1n the 1980s it was |
1975 0.03 1.450 [ between 1.33 and 1.46, in the 1990s between
1976 0.03 1.450 E 1.24and 1.45,in (hezooo;be(ween 1.33 and
1.38 and then rose to 1.59in 2016.
1977 -0.04 1.400 < This decline accelerated between 1964 and 1969,
1978 -0.01 1.380 2 20 and peaked again in 1972, probably partly g
1979 0.03 1.380 E geﬂec('i]r)‘grzcr)]s(warbaby-boomers havingthere
wn chil .
1980 0.03 1.440 @ Since 1973 the fertility rate has been swinging
1981 -0.02 1.430 o back and forth between 1.57and 1.24. The
1982 0.05 1.410 £ 18 reunification of Germany in 1990 will have 1
1983 -0.06 1.330 1983 2 1 affected this and possibly its increasingly high
1984 0.02 1.290 s immigrant population.,
1985 0.07 1370 1985 > TheZO19erepongivgsafeni\i(yra(eof1.52i7n
1986 0.03 1430 16 2015-20, rising o 1.69 in 2045-50 and 1.74R
. K o 00.
1987 0.02 1.430 Q
1988 -0.01 1.460
1989 -0.01 1.420 14 1985
1990 -0.04 1.450 N
1991 -0.08 1.330 1991 1991 G4
1992 .03 1.290 In 2017, the fertility rate has declined again in Germany to
1993 -0.03 1.280 12 1.570, which was already much below the 2019 UN ] 1995
1994 -0.02 1.240 1994 b estimate of 1.59 forthe 2015-2020 period. The UN now 1994
1995 0.03 1.250 1995 projects that there will be a total fertility rate in Germany of
1996 0.05 1.300 1996 1.69 by 2045-50 and 1.74 by 2095-2100.
1997 0.03 1.350 10 Absolute cha:mge: increase ir'1 fertility per ye?r(children per \{voman) . X
1998 0.01 1.360 -0.25 -0.20 -0.15 -0.10 -0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10
1999 0.01 1.360
2000 -0.01 1.380
2001 -0.02 1.350
2002 -0.01 1.340
2003 0.01 1.340
2004 0.00 1.360
2005 -0.02 1.340
2006 0.02 1.330
2007 0.02 1.370
2008 -0.01 1.380
2009 0.01 1.360
2010 0.01 1.390
2011 0.01 1.390
2012 0.02 1.410
2013 0.03 1.420
2014 0.04 1.470 2014
2015 0.06 1.500 2015
2016 0.04 1.590 2016
2017 -0.02 1.570 2017
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Total fertility rate, Netherlands, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019

Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date

Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

0.100 3.120 1960
0.030 3.220 1961
-0.015 3.180 1962
-0.005 3.190
-0.075 3.170 1964
-0.135 3.040 1965
-0.115 2.900 1966
-0.090 2.810 1967
-0.030 2.720 1968
-0.075 2.750 1969
-0.195 2.570 1970
-0.210 2.360 1971
-0.230 2.150 1972
-0.190 1.900 1973
-0.120 1.770 1974
-0.070 1.660 1975
-0.040 1.630
-0.025 1.580
-0.010 1.580
0.010 1.560
0.000 1.600
-0.050 1.560 1981
-0.045 1.500 1982
-0.005 1.470 1983
0.020 1.490 1984
0.030 1.510
0.025 1.550
0.000 1.560
-0.005 1.550
0.035 1.550
0.030 1.620
-0.015 1.610
-0.020 1.590
-0.010 1.570
-0.020 1.570
-0.020 1.530 1995
0.015 1.530
0.050 1.560 1997
0.045 1.630
0.045 1.650 1999
0.030 1.720
0.005 1.710
0.020 1.730
-0.005 1.750
-0.020 1.720
0.000 1.710
0.005 1.720
0.025 1.720
0.035 1.770 2008
0.010 1.790 2009
-0.015 1.790 2010
-0.035 1.760
-0.040 1.720 2012
-0.005 1.680
-0.010 1.710
-0.025 1.660
0.000 1.660
0.000 1.660 2017

ity rate in Netherlands (children per woman)

35

3.0

25

20

1.0

Netherlands total fertility rate, 1960-2017

1961
1964 1962
O NO
1965
The fertility rate in the
Netherlands remained at
1.660 in the last three years
of these statistics. That rate
was already much below the
1970 2017 UN estimate of 1.73 for
the 2015-2020 period.
The fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 15-44)
in the Netherlands was 3.2 in 1961, butthen fell The 2019 UNreport gives a
continuously until 1979. Itwas 3.0 by 1985, 1.9 by fertility rate of 1.66 in 2015-
1971 1973 and 1.56 in 1979.1t was between 1.47 and1.6 in 20, rising to 1.73 in 2045-50
the 1980s, between 1.53 and 1.65in the 1990s, and 1.76 in 2095-2100.
between 1.65 and 1.79 in the 200s, since when ithas
fallento 1.66in 2015-17.
1972 The decline peaked in 1965 slowed down until 1968
before reaching a much higherpeakin 1972 when
postwar baby-boomers were having theirown
children. Decline continued until 1980, since when the
fertility rate has oscillated between 1.47and 1.79.
1974 2010 |2009 2008
O
1999
1997
Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)
-0.20 -0.15 -0.10 -0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15

-0.25
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Total fertility rate, Switzerland, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019

Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date

Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

0.080
0.070
0.065
0.040
-0.030
-0.080
-0.100
-0.105
-0.100
-0.095
-0.075
-0.095
-0.115
-0.090
-0.100
-0.090
-0.040
-0.020
-0.005
0.020
0.015
0.005
-0.015
-0.015
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.020
0.020
0.005
0.010
0.000
-0.035
-0.045
-0.015
0.005
0.000
-0.015
0.000
0.015
-0.050
-0.055
0.005
0.015
0.015
0.010
0.020
0.020
0.020
0.020
0.010
0.000
0.000
0.010
0.010
0.000
0.000
0.000

2.440
2.520
2.580
2.650
2.660
2.590
2.500
2.390
2.290
2.190
2.100
2.040
1.910
810
730
610
550
530
510
520
550
550
560
520
530
520
530
520
570
560
580
580
580
510
490
480
500
480
470
480
500
380
390
390
420
420
440
460
480
500
520
520
520
520
540
540
540
540

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

1988

1991
1992

2000
2001
2002

2006

2009

2017

Total fertility rate in Switzerland (children per woman)

28

26

24

22

20

1.0

-0.15

Switzerland total fertility rate, 1960-2017

1974 (J

1964

1963

The fertility rate (children per
100 women aged 15-44)in
Switzerland was 2.44 in 1960,
rose to 2.66 in 1964, then fell
continuouslyto 1.51in 1978.1t
was between 1.52and1.57in
the 1980s, between 1.48 and
1.58 in the 1990s, between 1.39
and 1.50 in the 2000s, since
when it has risen very slightly to
1.54in2014-17.

The slowdown had already
started in 1960. The decline
peaked in 1967, slowed a bit till
1970 before reaching a higher
peakin 1972, and then slowed
toahaltin 1978. Since then the
fertility rate has oscillated
between 1.38 and 1.58.

1962

The very recent years saw little
change in the fertility rate. In 2017,
that rate was 1.54, which has
remained the same since 2014.

The UN now projects that there will
be a total fertility rate of 1.63 by
2045-50 and 1.69by 2095-2100.
But these projections seemunlikely
to happen as they have notbeen
that high since1974.

1960

1988
2009
2006
002
Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)
-0.10 -0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10



